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THE DISTRICT MEETINGS 
April 30—June 7, 1940 


This year’s meetings were marked by a closer relationship between 
the W. L. A. and the district organizations. At each meeting some 
official representative of the association was in attendance to present, 
or interpret, the major activities in which the state organization is 
now engaged, such as State Aid and Adult Education. Mrs. Thomas, 
president, Miss Merrell, past-president, Miss Barkman, chairman of 
the State Aid committee, Miss Medway, chairman of Adult Education, 
and Miss Lindsley, also of the Adult Education committee, were 
among those who spoke at the various meetings. The membership 
committee was also represented. 


Closely allied to the State Aid program is the progress of the WPA 
library project, which was reported at each meeting, with maps and 
charts by way of illustration. 


The State Assocation recognizes the importance of the district 
groups, and believes that, through them, it can become better in- 
formed on real needs throughout the state, and through them can 
bring about a more workable program of state aid, whatever form 
it may take. 
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Second Congressional District 
Horicon, April 30 


Horicon Free Library was host to 45 
members of the staff and trustees of the 
libraries in the vicinity. The meeting 
was held in the auditorium of the city 
hall, presided over jointly by Mrs. Davis 
of the Commission and Miss Freeman, 
local librarian. Mr. Lester gave an il- 
luminating talk on the statutes pertain- 
ing to public libraries and also an out- 
line of the history of the Commission 
and the library movement in Wisconsin. 
In the absence of Miss Collins, Mrs. 
Shunk led a discussion on the activities 
of friends of the library. Many evidences 
of good will were reported, aside from 
the usual gifts of books, periodicals, in- 
terior decorating, landscaping of 
grounds, memorials, as well as free space 
in local newspapers. Miss Reely of the 
Book Selection Department showed a 
number of the latest books in the non- 
fiction classes. Her request that librari- 
ans present suggest other books in fre- 
quent demand and of value brought out 
a ready response. Those fields in which 
books were particularly popular were 
dressmaking, cooking, building, garden- 
ing and sports. Mrs. Luck, children’s li- 
brarian at Waupun, conducted a panel 
on children’s literature. Participating in 
this were Mrs. Horace Kendall, Hart- 
ford, Mrs. W. H. Markham, and Miss 
Cleo Weimer, both of Horicon. Reading 
according to mental age instead of 
chronological age was stressed, and it 
was also brought out that the children’s 
department should represent books of 
enduring literary quality rather than 
those of an ephemeral type. 

Miss Barkman represented the Wis- 
consin Library Association and present- 
ed the preliminary plans of the Associa- 
tion in regard to State Aid. Miss Hazel 
Medway, reader’s advisor, Milwaukee 
public library, discussed the subject of 
adult education. Miss Mary Porter pre- 
sented a report on the rural service in 
this region. Following this was an ex- 
planation with charts showing the state- 
wide rural service. Tribute was paid to 
the memory of the late Mrs. Portz, Hart- 
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ford librarian. Since the oganization of 
the district conference, she had never 
failed in attendance. Good wishes for the 
future were extended to Miss Florence 
C. Hays, whose resignation from the 
Watertown public library took place in 
March. The following resolutions were 
recommended to become a part of the 
minutes of the meeting: 

We greatly regret that Florence C. 
Hays has retired from the library pro- 
fession. . 

The high quality of her work will al- 
ways be an inspiration to those who 
know her and who had been associated 
with her in the activities of the Second 
District Library Conference. 

We wish for her a pleasant use of the 
leisure now hers. : 

Mrs. Martha Portz is greatly missed 
by her library associates; her unselfish 
devotion to her work, her inspiring per- 
sonality, her courage in the face of diffi- 
culties was a challenge. , 

We wish to give this public expression 
to her memory. : 

At the close of the afternoon session 
the guests repaired to the library where 
exhibits featured days when New Bed- 
ford was the great whaling port of the 
world. Cake and coffee were served from 
a table set with antique pewter ware and 
lighted with tall candles in pewter can- 
dle sticks. The exhibit was unique and 
reflected the librarian’s own interest in 
this subject as well as her ability to 
create enthusiasm for the subject among 
her guests. 


Different Types of Rural Service in the 
Second Congressional District 
Counties: Columbia, Dodge, Dane, Jefferson. 

Waukesha, 

1. Libraries giving free library service to the 
rural area, without remuneration : 

Beaver Dam, Columbus, Fort Atkinson, Fox 
Lake, Jefferson, Lake Mills, Lodi, Menomonee 
Falls, Mount Horeb, Pardeeville, Portage, Ran- 
dolph, Rio, Sun Prairie, Waupun, Wyocena. 
2. Libraries making a charge, how much and 

when paid: 

Belleville—Gives free service to high school 
pupils from rural areas. 

Horicon—Charges $1.00 to adults. The card 
is good for five years. 

Madison—Charges $2.00 per year, paid at 
the time of registration, and at renewal of 
registration. 

Oconomowoc—Children attending high school 
get books without charge. For townships that 
do not pay, charge 10 cents a month or $1.00 
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a year. Fees are due in advance. Teachers usu- 
ally pay 50 cents for six months in advance. 

Oregon—Serves four townships. For town- 
ships refusing to pay, the charge is 25 cents 
per year for each adult, Jan. 1-Jan. 1. Free 
to school children. 

Watertown—$1.00 per year, payable annual- 
ly, or semi-annually. 

Waukesha—$1.00 per card for 12 books, paid 
on application. 

3. Libraries receiving 
boards in payment of 
those towns: 
Mukwonago.—-Receives $50.00 from the town 

of Mukwonago. (They think this very liberal, 

as the village only allows $150 per year.) 
Oconomowoc—Two townships, Oconomowoc 
and Summit, give $100 each. 
Oregon—Serves 4 towns. 
ally pay $25 a year. 
Palmyra—The town of Palmyra appropriates 
$150 annually. 
Pewaukee—Receives $50 from the town of 


something from town 
library service to 


Two towns gener- 


Pewaukee. They only serve the village and 
town of Pewaukee. 

Stoughton—Receives from townships occa- 
sionally : 1936 received $200.00; 1937, $75.00; 


1938, $6.25; 1939, $25.00. 

(A suggestion from Miss Farr, Madison. A 
fair charge would be $2.00 per capita on 30 
percent of the town’s population.) 

4. Do you keep a separate count of your rural 
borrowers by towns? 

Five libraries reported they kept count of 
rural borrowers separately by towns—Belle- 
ville, Fox Lake, Oregon, Randolph, Stoughton. 
(Lodi reports previously. not since 1940) 

Five other libraries report they count rural 
borrowers but not separately by townships.— 
Reaver Dam, Jefferson, Oconomowoc, Portage, 
Waukesha. 

Signed: Mary PorTER 
EMMA HowlitTr 
Mrs. WILKIE COLLINS 


Rock River Valley 

Edgerton, May 3 
Following the welcome by Mr. Fred A. 
Young, president of the Edgerton Li- 
brary board, Miss Clara Lindsley, Wau- 
pun, presented the subject of adult edu- 
cation as applicable to the small library, 
which because of its closer contact with 
the community seems to be of particular 
importance and significance in lining up 
vith the adult education program. The 
effectiveness of group discussion was also 
stressed, with some account of the ex- 
perience at Waupun. Some discussion 
from the floor showed that there is con- 
cern in the matter of the library’s keep- 
ing pace with the responsibility of pro- 
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viding opportunities for adults in order 
that they may have access to information 
in order to adjust themselves to what- 
ever crisis is present, not only in the 
world but also in their own living. 

The development of county service was 
presented by Mrs. Davis. Luncheon was 
served at the Congregational church, fol- 
lowing which opportunity was given to 
visit local places of interest, and to re- 
turn for the afternoon program at the 
library. 

A roll call answered by “some impor- 
tant achievement of the year,” brought 
out a nice variety: a box for returned 
books during times library is closed was 
reported by Waupun and Oregon; in- 
creasing circulation of special signific- 
ance at Fort Atkinson, Monroe, Lake 
Geneva; re-arrangement of magazine 
room at Brodhead and shifting of books 
because of new stacks at Whitewater 
brought out greater use of material and 
in case of latter a rediscovery of books 
overlooked by the public; Burlington’s 
series of hobbies through the winter have 
been enjoyed by patrons; Janesville re- 
ported on its hospital work, especially 
for children in the Kiwanis ward; 
Evansville’s addition in equipment of a 
magazine rack, typewriter, and use of 
Wilson catalog cards has been a marked 
improvement, and Edgerton’s book week 
tree was a distinct success. 

New trends in books and reading were 
presented by Miss Huth from the stand- 
point of the librarian, and from Mrs. 
Sweeney as a patron, with an open dis- 
cussion of the subject conducted by Miss 
Reely. A questionnaire circulated by 
Miss Huth had brought out the fact that 
the “most popular” books in every li- 
brary represented were the best sellers 
of the day. The significance of this in- 
formation formed the basis of the dis- 
cussion. 

Fifteen libraries were represented at 
the meeting. 

West Central 
Whitehall, May 7 

Fifty librarians, trustees and library 
friends attended the meeting which was 
welcomed by the president of the White- 
hall library board, C. B. Melby. Thir- 
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teen libraries were represented and most 
of them took part in the round table dis- 
cussion conducted by Miss Mathys on 
Service to rural patrons, Interlibrary 
loans, and Adult education. There has 
been particular interest in the book ex- 
changes carried out by Whitehall, Ar- 
cadia, and Independence. Miss Mathys 
gave some account of this experiment. 
She mentioned that of the fifty books 
which she lent to Whitehall only one was 
ever asked for by title during the three 
months they were gone. The fifty books 
borrowed by Arcadia circulated 306 times 
or an average of six times each. She also 
reported that the books from Arcadia at 
Whitehall circulated about the same 
number of times. Mrs. Davis contributed 
suggestions on serving rural Wisconsin 
and explained the state-wide library pro- 
ject showing with maps what had been 
accomplished. The rest of the morning 
was taken up with the mending demon- 
stration given by Mr. Edward F. Carl- 
son of Columbus, Ohio, who represented 
the Demeo Company of Madison. Lunch- 
eon was served by the American Legion 
Auxiliary in its club rooms. Music was 
furnished by Mrs. C. B. Melby and by 
a vocal sextette and clarinet trio from 
the high school. 


The afternoon program opened with a 
discussion of controversial books in a 
small library by Miss Evelyn Stai. Mrs. 
D. A. Bensend of Whitehall reviewed 
ten late non-fiction books. Mrs. F. E. 
Hoehn of Arcadia reviewed a number of 
books of late fiction. Miss Reely followed 
with a summary based upon the reviews 
which had been given and a general dis- 
cussion followed bringing out many opin- 
ions and interesting comments. The 
books which had been brought were ex- 
amined after the meeting. At the busi- 
ness meeting Miss Stai invited the con- 
ference to meet in Mondovi next year, 
an invitation which was cordially ac- 
cepted by the group. Miss Stai will be 
chairman of the 1941 meeting and Mrs. 
Florence Pederson of Durand was elect- 
ed secretary. It was suggested that a let- 
ter and a copy of the program be sent 
to Miss Ella Kneeland of Galesville, who 
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was unable to be present on account of 
illness. 
Fox River Valley 
Ripon, May 15 

The sixteenth annual meeting of the 
Fox River Valley Library Association, 
since its reorganization, was called to 
order by Miss Leila Janes, president, at 
10:15 A. M. May 15th, 1940, at the Little 
Theatre on Ripon College Campus. 

Registration, which took place at the 
Public Library, included sixty-seven reg- 
istrations representing seventeen public 
libraries, one college library, two high 
school libraries, two Wisconsin Library 
Commission members, two trustees. 

Miss Helen Kremer, Fond du Lac chil- 
cren’s librarian, explained the use Fond 
du Lac library has made of the radio in 
motivating an interest in children’s 
books. Mrs. Vincent Anderson, dramatic 
teacher, Fond du Lac, gave a demonstra- 
tion of a broadcast. Four children took 
the parts in a delightful presentation of 
the “Mad Hatter’s Tea Party’ from 
Alice in Wonderland. A discussion fol- 
lowed the demonstration. 

The part of the library in the “Clean 
Reading” movement was introduced by 
Miss Janes. Miss de Jonge of Appleton 
explained what had been done in that li- 
brary. A report was read of the organi- 
zation of the Clean Reading Council at 
Fond du Lac. Miss Schuette, of Green 
Bay, spoke in favor of caution. The gen- 
eral opinion seemed to be that it was bet- 
ter policy for a library to cooperate in 
this kind of a campaign rather than to 
initiate it. 

Miss Jennie Schrage of the Traveling 
Library Department gave a complete pic- 
ture of the WPA Regional Library move- 
ment in the state, describing the activi- 
ties of various counties. 

Miss Marie Barkman, Sheboygan, in 
speaking of the State Aid, urged a clear 
understanding of library service. She 
asked that the president appoint a sub- 
committee member. 

Miss Clara Lindsley, Waupun, was 
called upon to explain the forum which 
was organized some years ago, in Wau- 
pun, for the discussion of current prob- 
lems. She also told about library furnish- 
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ings and supplies which may be pur- 
chased from the State Prison at Wau- 
pun. 

The Cooperative Committee, Mrs. Nan- 
cy Thomas, chairman, asked for some ex- 
pression from the group as to how many 
librarians would be interested in having 
the new Granger Index checked. A list 
of librarians interested was made and 
given to Mrs. Thomas. 

The morning meeting was adjourned 
at noon. Luncheon was served by ladies 
of the Congregational Church in their 
dining room, to seventy-nine librarians 
and guests. 

The afternoon session of the conven- 
tion was called to order at 1:45 in the 
auditorium of the church. Dr. Ludwig 
Freund, Ripon College professor, gave a 
thought-provoking address on the sub- 
ject “Europe in Turmoil.” 

Two violin selections were played by 
Miss Isabel Terrill, Ripon College, ac- 
companied by Mrs. W. B. Barber, also of 
the college. 

Miss Ruth Reber, Wayland Academy, 
Beaver Dam, discussed the life and writ- 
ings of Carl Sandburg, closing with se- 
lections from his writings. 

Mrs. Edna Bowen, representing the 
W. P. A. library project, explained what 
has been done to aid rural service and 
how libraries may secure W. P. A. as- 
sistance. Librarians wishing such assist- 
ance may write to W. P. A. office, Green 


Bay. 
Mrs. Winifred Davis told about the 
Children’s Bookmobile and _ explained 


briefly some of the plans outlined at the 
Children’s Librarians meeting held at 
Waupun in March. 

The business meeting followed. The 
minutes of the 1940 meeting were read 
and approved. The committee on nomina- 
tions Miss Marie Barkman, chairman, 
Miss Helen Kremer and Miss Gladys 
Friday, presented the names of Miss Hel- 
en Mathews, DePere Public Library, for 
president and Miss Gwen Perry, Green 
Bay Public Library, for secretary-treas- 
urer. Members cast a unanimous vote 
for these officers. 

The committee on resolutions ex- 
pressed appreciation to the Ripon Pub- 
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lic Library staff, Ripon College Library, 
to the officers of the association and to 
Dr. Freund, Miss Terrill, of Ripon, Miss 
Reber of Beaver Dam, the contributors 
of “Alice in Wonderland” and all others 
who have helped to give such a worth- 
while, profitable and enjoyable meeting. 
Tribute was paid to the memory of 
Miss Harriett I. Northrup who was as- 
sistant librarian at the Menasha Public 
Library from 1898-1919 and librarian 
from 1919-1933, also a charter member 
of the Fox River Valley Association. 
After the meeting the librarians were 
guests at a tea in the Ripon College fac- 
ulty lounge. 
ORRILLA M. THOMPSON, Secretary 


Wisconsin Valley 
Wausau, May 17 


The fifth annual meeting of the con- 
ference had an attendance of 70 with 
18 libraries represented, and 19 library . 
trustees. 

Mr. R. E. McLaughlin in his address 
of welcome gave a summary of the books 
familiar to him in his boyhood. Mrs. 
Seribner gave the results of the “pro- 
ject” of the libraries of this district in 
making a union list of the technical 
books in the libraries of the Wisconsin 
Valley. Libraries cooperating were: An- 
tigo, Marshfield, Merrill, Rhinelander, 
Stevens Point, Wausau, Wisconsin Rap- 
ids. It was recommended that some plan 
be made to keep the list up to date. 

Mrs. Veslak, representing the state Li- 
brary Association, presented the need of 
the district organizations being in touch 
with state aid and state planning. She 
gave a picture of county library service 
as carried on in Shawano County. 

Miss Helen Gallaher, Antigo, reported 
on the meeting of children’s librarians 
at Waupun, and asked Mrs. Davis to ex- 
plain the Children’s Bookmobile project 
which the meeting voted to undertake. 
Miss Gallaher also presented questions 
raised by librarians relative to certain 
phases of library work with children. 

At this same time on the program the 
trustees were given an opportunity to 
meet with Mr. Lester, where several 
topics were brought up for discussion. 
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Trustees were present from the follow- 
ing places: Antigo, Crandon, Loyal, Mer- 
rill, Wausau, Wild Rose, Wisconsin 
Rapids. 

The reading of Mrs. Diddams, of the 
play Life with father was highly en- 
joyed. The business meeting followed. 
The invitation extended by Mosinee for 
the meeting next year was cordially ac- 
cepted. 

Devils Lake 
Elroy, May 24 

An address of welcome from Mrs. Hav- 
cen of the Elroy library board opened 
the meeting and was followed by Margie 
Sornson, librarian at Viroaua, on Adult 
education and the small library. Miss 
Sornson gave not only the general idea 
back of an adult education program but 
also made clear how many important fac- 
tors contribute to greater use of the li- 
brary by adults, many of these factors 
active or potentially present in any small 
library. Questions raised by the paper, 
especially along the line of book discus- 
sion groups, brought out interesting 
ideas. Mrs. Culver told of how the Bara- 
boo public library’s plan was carried out. 
There were other examples cited. Miss 
Sornson told of the file of vocational 
material she has built up for young peo- 
ple, and how much it is used. 

The Question Box conducted by Mrs. 

avis brought out questions relating to 
raising money for the library, classifica- 
tion, ways of increasing children’s inter- 
est in non-fiction, the success of the rent- 
al collection. 

The roll call, with each library repre- 
sented answering the question what 
would you do with $100, brought out 
most of all the decision to purchase 
books. There were others where addition- 
al shelving, magazine rack, and redecor- 
ating would be most appreciated; Reeds- 
burg and Wisconsin Dells long for “an 
office,” while New Lisbon and Adams re- 
ported that before they could realize such 
a thing the news might make them lose 
consciousness. However, they would get 
books. 

The afternoon was devoted to book 
discussions. Mrs. Lapp with books and a 
display of articles such as dolls, metal 
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work, etc., showed how such books in the 
library can perform a real service. Mrs. 
Culver led in the discussion of Among 
the new books. She told particularly of 
reactions to the books on the part of the 
library patrons. Biographies seem to 
have reached high in popularity, travel 
books coming next. Two of the latter 
particularly popular with young men 
were: North again for gold by Laytha, 
and India ink by Steigman. Several oth- 
ers were also mentioned. 

Mrs. Culver asked: “Have you noticed 
the heavy books coming into your li- 
brary? Heavy in ounces and_ even, 

ounds.” She feels that some books may 
ail to circulate as they otherwise would 
yn account of this. Commenting on sev- 
ers] others she closed with the recom- 
mendation that these three books be read 
by all: Adler’s How to read a book for 
its liberal education; White’s Wild geese 
calling for pure enjoyment; and Hender- 
son’s The failure of a mission for the 
frankly told story of Sir Neville Hender- 
son’s experience in the present war. 

Miss Leila Johnson followed giving a 
summary of books of svecial value for 
young peonle. Miss Dowden presented 
the bocks most in demand at New Lisbon 
with the patron’s own statement in each 
ease as to what he had gotten from the 
book. Mrs. Cushman had in hand the list 
of books Miss Reely had talked on at the 
Cctober state meeting, Books of the year, 
and commented on those which had been 
of special interest to patrons. 

At the traditional picnic lunch hot 
dishes, and “wonderful” cakes for the oc- 
casion were provided by the ladies of the 
library board. 

Mrs. Thomas presented the message 
from the state association. Mrs. Louise 
Culver was appointed the district’s re- 
presentative on the sub-committee of the 
State Aid committee. The place of meet- 
ing next year will be announced later. 

Registration showed 86 present repre- 
senting 12 libraries. 


D bhig Oo 
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Southwestern District 
Lancaster, June 3 


There were 76 registered visitors in 
attendance representing 12 libraries. The 
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meeting was held in the community build- 
ing. 

After the welcoming speech by Miss 
MeNair, the roll call of achievements 
brought out the increasing emphasis on 
work with children. This was shown in 
the withdrawing and discarding of un- 
desirable juvenile books, as well as giv- 
ing more attention to their selection. 
Ways and means to increase shelving 
space were also brought out. A general 
summary of the progress of rural serv- 
ice in the state was presented, with an 
explanation of the proposed bookmobile. 


Since this was an anniversary meet- 
ing, the first one having been held here 
26 years ago, the program during the 
luncheon hour was devoted to 
“Rominiscences.” Judge Webb presided 
and Mrs. Dwight Parker, who was sec- 
retary of the first meeting, read the min- 
utes of that time. Letters had been re- 
ceived from Miss Hazeltine and Miss 
Marion Humble in honor of the occasion. 


Miss Humble wrote: The year 1914 
brings unhappy memories to most peo- 
ple, especially in these days of further 
tragedies of war. 

But to me it is always a reminder of 
the beginning of my field work with the 
Wisconsin Library Commission, and es- 
pecially of my visits to the libraries in 
the western part of the state which were 
part of my first experience: Prairie du 
Chien, Shullsburg, Fennimore, Blooming- 
ton, Platteville, and Lancaster. The 
friendliness of th librarians and the li- 
brary trustees always appears in my 
memories in great contrast to the terrific 
blizzards and bridge washouts and zero 
temperature that seemed to accompany 
my visits to those towns! 

I am so glad to hear that the Lancas- 
ter library is flourishing and that you 
are celebrating the twenty-sixth anniver- 
sary this year. Won’t you please accept 
my felicitations on this important occa- 
sion, and my very best wishes for many 
more years of progress and of leadership 
in Wisconsin education? 

The afternoon meeting was devoted 
to the library’s opportunities for young 
people, and for adults. Phyllis Webb, a 
graduate of the Lancaster High School 
this spring presented the point of view 
of young people and the public library, 
based upon her own experience. As a 


child who lived across the street from 


eA 
noon 
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the library, she said “I cannot remem- 
ber a time when I was too young to go 
to the library alone.” She recalls that 
the bright pictures and posters on the 
library bulletin board attracted her, and 
she realizes also that the low shelving, 
special reading tables and chairs for lit- 
tle children made the library a place she 
wanted to go again and again. 

Miss Webb also made the point that 
such books as the Twin books by Lucy 
Fitch Perkins, read as a child in the 
grades, were of great use in connection 
with a theme assignment in her senior 
year, Agriculture in many lands. “As 
they were for children the facts were 
simply stated and because I had already 
read them I was familiar with the chap- 
ters which I would need. I found the 
material to be accurate and attractively 
written, and my theme earned me an A.” 

The importance to young people of 
knowing how to use the library was | 
stressed, and the matter of purely recre- 
ational reading was taken up. In con- 
clusion Miss Webb said: “Adults express 
their appreciation in words and endow- 
ments, but although we may at times 
seem thoughtless and peace disturbing, 
or if we sometimes appear to be the 
most scatterbrain part of a mad world, 
I know, that I speak for most young 
people, when I say that deep down in 
our hearts our library comes high in the 
list of things we like the best.” 

The paper was followed with some 
questions and discussion of such innova- 
tions as special shelves for young peo- 
ple; the matter of browsing or making 
discoveries for themselves. 

Mr. Lamb followed with an explana- 
tion of adult education as it may be car- 
ried out by the small library, with con- 
crete examples, and some account of the 
reading courses compiled by the Travel- 
ing Library for the convenience of read- 
ers in various fields. (See June BULLETIN 
for article by Mr. Lamb.) 

Important “books of information” were 
displayed rather than the usual “best 
sellers,” in order to emphasize further 
the importance of this part of the li- 
brary’s responsibility. The meeting ad- 
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journed after accepting the invitation to 
convene at Bloomington in 1941. 


Miss Hazeltine’s Letter 
To the Southwestern District 
Library Meeting 
Lancaster, Wisconsin 
Dear Library Friends: 

I have just returned within an hour 
from the 62nd annual conference of the 
American Library Association at Cin- 
cinnati, and I must hasten this reunion 
letter to you in Lancaster, if by means 
of air-mail and special delivery it is to 
reach you by June 8rd. One of the out- 
standing meetings of the A. L. A. was 
the luncheon of the “Friends of the Li- 
brary.” with more than 900 breaking 
bread together. This is one of the new- 
er movements in the library field. But 
as I sat at the luncheon and thought back 
to your first meeting with so many 
friends of libraries present, not only 
friends, but workers for libraries, I came 
to the conclusion that this new organ- 
ization that is helping libraries every- 
where, had its roots in Lancaster in No- 
vember, 1914. 

I remember that meeting as distinctly 
as though it had been held only yester- 
day, and I ean recall the personalities 
of those who attended, so eager were 
they for any constructive help the meet- 
ing could afford. 

Mrs. Blaine was especially interested 
and from the time of that meeting was 
always a most interested “friend of li- 
braries.” During all of her residence in 
Madison, as the wife of the Attorney 
General and then of the Governor, she 
was a loyal friend and supporter of the 
Library School, and even after Governor 
Blaine became Senator and her life was 
cast in Washington, she still maintained 
her library enthusiasm. We place a sprig 
of rosemary to her memory. 

I am sure that Mrs. Parker is with 
you today. She was a most active par- 
ticipant in that 1914 gathering, eager 
to get much help and information for 
the Fennimore library. I am sure those 
of you who attended the first meeting 
can remember the worthwhile things that 
she added to the discussions, and the in- 
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telligent questions that she asked, which 
kept the meeting moving. 

Miss MecNair’s wonderfully well kept 
library, with a charm that has made it 
always an outstanding small library, I 
recall vividly, and I wish indeed that I 
might fly with this letter to be with all 
of you in the charmed circle. But here 
are greetings and best wishes for all of 
you, and for your libraries; that they 
may continue to advance in the future 
as they have already done in the past, 
continuing to meet the changing needs 
of your communities, is the earnest wish 
of your friend and fellow librarian, 

Mary EMOGENE HAZELTINE 


Northwestern District 
Eau Claire, June 7 


Following a welcome by Mr. Fred 
Stussy, Library Trustee, Miss Lindsley 
introduced the subject of Adult education 
and how it could be promoted in smal! 
libraries. Miss Smith discussed it from 
the point of view of library publicity as 
a means of developing adult reading in- 
terests; Miss Spray gave examples of 
adults hobbies, and how her library tries 
to meet these interests; Miss Bryant 
talked about non-fiction books which she 
found useful with adults, some being 
juvenile books of information. 

Miss Lindsley then asked for discus- 
sion from the floor. Miss Olsen gave some 
report of this phase of library work as 
discussed at the A. L. A., and the em- 
phasis Mr. MacLeish gives to the respon- 
sibility of the public library in providing 
information which will help people come 
to decisions on present-day affairs. Miss 
Olsen also told of their radio programs 
but felt that there was little response. 
Miss Casey said that the library at New 
Richmond had many requests as a result 
of the Eau Claire library’s broadcasts. 


Miss Engesether reported on discus- 
sion groups which the Cumberland li- 
brary had had over a limited time. Oth- 
er examples were given where individual 
requests showed the importance of the 
small library’s need in using the re- 
sources of the state through the Travel- 
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ing Library, and those agencies which 
would make material available. 

Mrs. Mary Freeman Wegg presented 
the subject of W. L. A. membership urg- 
ing membership in the association in or- 
der to have a voice in its policies and 
ideas. 

At on open meeting, just before lunch- 
eon, time and money-saving ideas were 
taken up. 

During and immediately following the 
luncheon hour, music was much enjoyed, 
and the talk by Mrs. F. W. Thomas on 
“Some Recent Books” was one of the 
high points in the day’s program. The 
list of titles consisted of those which 
missionary and other church societies 
have had on their programs, and reading 
courses. 

Mr. F. J. Wilcox was another high 
light on the program in his stirring ad- 
dress on “Citizenship in our American 
democracy.” 

Miss Merrell of Superior represented 
the State Aid committee, and presented 
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the aims of the Association. Miss O’Con- 
nor was appointed a member of the sub- 
committee to report on state aid activi- 
ties in the district. 


At the business meeting reports were 
made and accepted, and resolutions in 
recognition of the hospitality of the pub- 
lic library and the teachers college li- 
brary, of those participating in the pro- 
gram and of the Eau Claire Book and 
Stationery Company were read by Miss 
Bryant. There was also a vote to send 
greetings to Mrs. Poukey of Cumberland. 

Tea served by the staff of the State 
Teachers College library and of the pub- 
lic library was a delightful occasion, and 
an opportunity for those present to be- 
come better acquainted. 

Officers next year are: President, 
Laura Olsen; Vice-president, Jean 
Spray; Secretary, Mrs. Winnona Rock- 
well; Treasurer, Helen Benkert. 

An invitation by Miss Smith to meet 
at Park Falls next year was accepted. 





WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The Executive Board of the Wisconsin Library Association wishes to call the 
attention of Wisconsin librarians to some of the provisions of the Constitution 
and By-laws as amended in 1937. According to those amendments dues are to be 
paid by July first. The reasons for this are many. One is, of course, that it enables 
officers and committees to know how much may be spent for the convention pro- 
gram and the projects of the Association during the year. Other reasons are that it 
facilitates registration at the time of the annual meeting, it permits leisurely bal- 
loting for officers as ballots are sent out one month before the annual meeting to 
all paid up members and it insures receiving advance notice of the program. Dues 
are one dollar and may be sent to Irene Rowe, Gilbert M. Simmons Library, 
Kenosha. 


Committee Chairmen (See also: May Bulletin p. 104) 
Adult Education. Hazel Medway. Milwaukee. 
Nominating. Hazel Laing. Marinette. 


Membership and Registration. Wilbert B. Beck. Milwaukee. 
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BOOKS COME TO BOAZ 


Everything was set. It was something 
like touching the button which would 
release a current in order to make the 
“wheels go round.” And even the beam 
from Arcturus gave no more brilliance 
to the great exposition than did that sun- 
ny morning in April, when in a corner 
of Mr. Kypkie’s store, books, books, books 
were assembled on the shelves, and a 
happy but excited custodian was in- 
structed in the necessary routines and 
records. 

And in the midst of it all, some one 
remembered that book ends were not in 
the budget. What to do? There was not 
much waiting for suddenly the ingenu- 
ity of another small library was recalled. 
A Ford garage across the way was vis- 
ited and a rather surprised but willing 
garage man hunted the place for dis- 
carded auto licenses. These painted and 
properly bent make very good book ends. 

It quickly ran through the village that 
“the library is starting.” And before all 
of the instruction could be completed, 
men, women and children asked to “join.” 
Children hurried home with registration 
ecards for parents to sign, and were back 
almost at once claiming their right to 
a book; children lingered on the steps 
gloating over the books they could 
scarcely wait to take home to read. Two 
little girls were noticed chuckling to- 
gether and giggling over what looked like 
Squirrel Nutkin. 

A window display of book jackets with 
an appropriate poster telling of Lincoln’s 
long walk for books, made a nice intro- 
duction to what was waiting inside. (As 
it happened, Abe Lincoln in Illinois was 
in the collection and the book jacket was 
appropriately displayed!) And what was 
waiting inside was something of a sur- 
prise too, for one patron said, “Why, I 
thought they would all be old books.” But 
the “old books” stood up rather perkily 
and proudly for they seemed to realize 
that they had nothing for which to apol- 
ogize, and besides had they not been re- 
juvenated, at least new backs? Another, 
the local minister wondered if the books 
would be “just fiction.” However, he too 


showed happy surprise over the supply 
of good non-fiction, such as Games for 
all occasions. “That will be fine for our 
young people!” And later he himself 
went off with Listen! the wind. 

The books new and used were in the 
one case purchased with federal funds 
provided for the purpose, and in the oth- 
er given for “demonstration” purposes 
by the Traveling Library. Assembled at 
state headquarters they had been made 
ready for a destination. So far such 
“destinations” have been Vilas, Lang- 
lade, and now Richland counties. Who'll 
be the next? 

Back of all this had been careful work 
and planning. The public library board 
of Richland Center had accepted the un- 
dertaking of sponsoring the project, with 
the Richland Center library as headquar- 
ters, and with the facilities offered by 
the W. P. A. Authorized by the Library 
Commission, Mrs. Veslak was borrowed 
from her work at Shawano, and with 
Miss Doris Hidde, W. P. A. state library 
supervisor, made the contacts in various 
towns and villages in order to get local 
sponsorships. (By the time this account 
is published, undoubtedly Ithaca, West 
Lima and others in Richland county will 
have arrived, for all one needs to say 
now is, “You should see the library at 
Boaz.”’) 

With sponsorship, place, equipment 
and custodian provided the instruction 
is given. In Boaz Miss Hidde and Miss 
Hanners, librarian at Richland Center, 
who will take on the supervision, gave 
the instruction. The first day showed a 
registration of 46 and circulation of 46. 

“Books for Boaz” is one of the demon- 
strations being planned wherever the 
proper arrangements can be made. Miss 
Doris Hidde, Minnesota graduate and 
resident of Oshkosh who holds a grade 
one certificate in Wisconsin and who was 
selected for the W. P. A. state library 
supervisor, is on leave of absence from 
the North Dakota Library Commission 
while she is doing this work under the 
sponsorship of the Library Commission. 

W. L. Dz. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Ethics and Religion 


Blatz, W. E. Hostages to peace; parents 
and the children of democracy. 1940. 
208p. Morrow, $2. 172.4 


Various phases of war and peace as they 
affect the education of children, discussed in 
the form of letters between friends. The author, 
who is professor of child psychology at Tor- 
onto University, writes from the point of view 
of a Canadian, whose country is at war. 


Lester, Muriel. Dare you face facts? 
1940. 125p. Harper, $1.25. 172.4 


How shall the person of deeply religious 
convictions face the brutal facts -of today’s 
world? This book is one woman's attempt to 
answer the question. 


Muste, A. J. Non-violence in an aggres- 
sive world. 1940. 211p. Harper, $2. 
172.4 


“The pastor of the Labor temple in New 
York City affirms his faith in pacifism backed 
by religion, and urges Christians to find non- 
violent means of social and international ad- 
justment.”—Booklist My 1 °40. 


Pressey, Sidney L. and others. Life; a 
psychological survey. 1940. 654p. il- 
lus. Harper, $3.25. 150 


A new approach to psychology, considering 
man as a social being in relation to his environ- 
ment. College text, but of interest to general 
readers, particularly those engaged in any form 
of teaching or social work. 


Sociology 


Beard, Charles A. A foreign policy for 
America. 1940. 154p. Knopf, $1.50. 
327.73 


A strong argumnt for the isolationist point 
of view in European affairs. Although the auth- 
or objects to the term, preferring ‘‘continental 
Americanism.” “This policy, consistently fol- 
lowed by the United States, would favor, not 
hinder, the coming of peace to other nations 
of the world.” In Isolated America by R. L. 
Buell, (Knopf, $3.) the opposite stand is ar- 
gued. 


See Booklist 36:376 Je. 1 °40. 
Byrnes, T. W. and Baker, K. L. Do you 


want to become an accountant? 1940. 
189p. Stokes, $1.50. 371.42 


A useful addition to career books. Do you 
want to get into radio, by F. A. Arnold is 
another recent volume in the same series. 


Davis, George T. A navy second to none. 
1940. 508p. illus. Harcourt, $3.75. 
359 


A history of American naval policy since the 
civil war, with the author's recommendations 
for the future. He opposes indiscriminate 
spending and enlargement, and argues for a 
naval program in keeping with a definite for- 
eign policy. 


See Booklist 36 :376 Je. 1 °40. 


Mcrtenson, Ernest. You be the judge. 
1940. 451p. illus. Longmans, $3.75. 


340 
“An entirely different ‘law’ book, written 
in high spirits, with humor and occasional 


flippancy.’’—Booklist—Je. 15 °40. 


Richardson, Gerald. ABC of coopera- 
tives. 1940. 2683p. Longmans, $2. 334 


A small book in which most of the facts 
about cooperatives and the way they work is 
summed up in convenient form. Would serve 
as a good basis for discussion in study clubs 
or as a preliminary guide to organization. The 
author has been active in the movement in 
both Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. 


Reference Shelf. Wilson. 


Th 


The national labor relations act, comp. 
by J. E. Johnsen, $1.25. 331.9 


Trade Unions and the anti-trust laws, 
comp. by J. E. Johnsen, $1.25. 331.88 


United States foreign policy, comp. by 
J. E. Johnsen, $.75. 327.73 


The student congress movement, comp. 
by L. S. Judson, $1.25. 328 


The railroads, comp. by H. B. and R. E. 
Summers, $.75. 351.8 


Science and Useful Arts 
DeKruif, Paul H. Health is wealth. 1940. 
246p. Harcourt, $2. 614 


These reprinted articles from Country Gen- 
tieman make an eloquent appeal for a national 
health program under federal sponsorship. 


See Booklist 36:395 Je. 15 ’40. 
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Duncan, Ida Riley. Complete book of 
progressive knitting. 1940. 387p. il- 
lus. Liveright, $2.50. 646 


Complete directions for knitting all types of 
garments, amply illustrated with photographs 
and diagrams. 


Greene, Anne Bosworth. Punch, the 
cruising dog. 1939. 273p. Appleton, 
$2. 636.7 


Not to be overlooked in making up a collec- 
tion of books about dogs, 


Haldane, J. B. Adventures of a biolog- 
ist. 1940. 281p. Harper, $2.75. 504 


Essays and papers reprinted from various 
journals in which they have appeared during 
the past seven years. Varied in nature and 
subject matter; will appeal to the intelligent 
reader with some grounding in science, 


See Booklist 36:378 Je. 1 °40. 


Kains, M. G. Grow your own fruit. 1940. 
4384p. illus. Scribner, $3.50. 634 


The author, who has been crop culturist 
for the U. S. Department of agriculture, and 
Professor of horticulture at Pennsylvania state 
college, has provided a very complete manual 
for the cultivation and care of orchards and 
small fruits The treatment of pruning, bud- 
ding and grafting seems excellent. There is 
also a valuable chapter on Reclaiming neg- 
lected trees. Well illustrated. 


Mellen, Ida M. Science and mystery of 
the cat. 1940. 275p. illus. Scribner, 
$2.75. 636.8 


Will serve as a supplement to the author's 
Practical cat bock if another work on the sub- 
ject is desired. 

See Booklist 40:378 Je. 1 °40. 


Spencer, Edwin Rollin. Just weeds. 

1940. 317p. Scribner, $2.75. 581.6 

A book which seems admirably adapted to 
meet the purpose for which it is intended. 
With simple text and clear drawings, it pro- 
vides an identification guide suited to the needs 
of the average layman, who might find the 
other available manuals too technical. 


Spencer, George B. How to be a top- 
flight salesman. 1940. 176p. Apple- 
ton, $1.75. 658.8 
Excellent book for self-study by a beginning 

salesman. 


See Booklist 36:395 Je. 15 °40. 
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Fine Arts 


Biegeleisen, J. I. The ABC of lettering. 
1940. 221p. illus. Harper, $4. 745 
A very complete work on this subject, with 

over twenty sample alphabets, covering both 

letters and numerals. Will be widely useful. 


Ewen, David. Pioneers in music. 1940. 
280p. Crowell, $2.75. 780.9 or 920 


The pioneers who developed the various mu- 
sical forms are little known, hence the reader 
must not expect to find the great names in 
music represented here. Contents: The early 
opera and oratorio; Early instrumental music; 
A few musical forms; with a guide to recorded 
music as an appendix. 


See Booklist 36:382 Je. 1 °40. 


Kessner, J., ed. Foldboat holidays. 1940. 
3816p. illus. Greystone press, $2.50. 
797 


Foldboating, long a favorite pastime on 
European rivers, has spread to America, as 
these enthusiastic narratives show. 


See Booklist 36:396 Je. 15 °40. 


Martin, George W. Modern camping. 
1940. 8349p. illus. Appleton, $2.50. 
796 


Covering Automobile camping, Camping afoot. 
Canoe camping, Tents and shelters, Fires, Pro- 
visions, and other essentials, this book should 
prove an admirable guide whether one plans 
to camp on a large or small scale, 


See Booklist 36:396 Je. 15 °40. 


Literature 


Gassner, John. Masters of the drama. 
1940. 804p. illus. Random House, 
$3.75. 808.2 


Although somewhat ponderous in appearance, 
this book turns out to be very good reading, 
It is comprehensive, covering the history of 
drama from primitive times to the present, is 
well organized, adequately indexed and _ will 
prove its usefulness in any library where there 
is interest in the subject. 


See Booklist 36:362 My 15 °40. 
Spencer, Hazelton. Art and life of Wil- 


liam Shakespeare. 1940. 495p. illus. 
Harcourt, $3. 822.3 


In writing this book the author has had in 
mind the “inquisitive layman,” ratker than the 
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scholar. Questions frequently asked as to ‘“‘what 
scholars now think of this or that point in 
Shakespeare studies” led directly to its writ- 
ing. Nevertheless, it is not popular in the 
usual sense, and in the average library will be 
used chiefly for reference. For this purpose the 
interested patron will find a fund of informa- 
tion readably presented. 


History and Travel 


Adams, James Truslow. Empire on the 
seven seas. 1940. 391p. Scribner, 
$3.50. 942 


Beginning with the year 1783 when British 
fortunes were at their lowest ebb, following 
the loss of the American colonies, Mr. Adams 
carries on the narrative begun in Building the 
British Empire (BULLETIN Nov. ‘58) bringing 
it down to the crisis of 19389. 


See Booklist 36:362 My. 15 °40. 


Bennett, Dorothy A. Sold to the ladies! 
1940. 259p. illus. G. W. Stewart, 
$2.50. 917.47 


An ideal book for summer reading. Tells the 
story of three New York girls who bought a 
barge at auction (knocked down to the ladies 
for $160.) reconditioned it, with much hard 
labor and the generous aid of friends, and 
used it for a summer home and week-end re- 
treat. Illustrations and expense account, cov- 
ering four years of ownership, add reality to 
the tale. 


Dorn, Walter L. Competition for em- 
pire, 1740-1763. 1940. 426p. illus. 
Harper, $3.75. 940.2 


The sixth volume in a work on “The rise of 
modern Europe.” Covers the period of empire 
expansion, and the beginnings of our modern 
commercial era. 


See Booklist 36:303 Ap. 1 °40. 


Downing, Todd. Mexican earth. 1940. 
337p. illus. Doubleday, $3. 917.2 


Informal and readable and filled with anec- 
dote as well as information, this is an excellent 
book for the general reader who wants a better 
understanding of Mexico. With its decorative 
illustrations, is an attractive book also. 


Early, Eleanor. A New England sampler. 
1940. 3872p. illus. Waverley House, 
$2.50. 917.4 


Not a book about samplers. Rather, a book 
about New England, its quirks and oddities, 
from colonial times to Calvin Coolidge. Frank, 
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flippant, and funny—but may offend some good 
New Englanders in the community. 


Laughlin, Clara E. So you’re seeing New 
England! 1940. 560p. Little, $2.50. 
917.4 


Another of this author's chatty, informal 


guides. 
See Booklist 36:381 Je. 1 °40. 


Millis, Walter. Why Europe fights. 1940. 
277p. Morrow, $2.50. 940.5 


“A clear readable summary of the causes of 
the present war since the signing of the Ver- 
sailles treaty in 1919. Simply and objectively 
written, it is a useful book for general read- 
ers.”—-Booklist (Je. 15 °40.) 


Pattee, Fred Lewis. The feminine fifties. 
1940. 339p. illus. Appleton, $3. 973.8 


Informative and entertaining history of the 
decade that produced The wide wide world. 
The lamplighter, St. Elmo, Hiawatha, Uncle 
Tom's cabin, and Ten nights in a bar-room, 
as well as Leaves of grass, Moby Dick, the’ 
Atlantic monthly and Harper's. 


See Booklist 36:380 Je. 1 °40. 


Willoughby, Barrett. Alaska holiday. 
1940. 296p. illus. Little, $3. 917.8 


Somewhat similar to the author's Alaskans 
all, with sketches of interesting people, such 
as a Mantanuska colonist from Wisconsin, a 
lighthouse keeper, a seal island official, and 
others. Chapters on her own experiences on 
vacation in Kodiak and other ports add special 
interest for the Alaskan visitor. ; 


See Booklist 36:381 Je. 1 °40. 


Biography 


Ameringer, Oscar. If you don’t weaken. 
1940, 476p. illus. Holt, $2.75. 921 


Although it has its beginnings in Germany, 
there is a good measure of robust Americanism 
in this story of the author's life as musician, 
portrait painter, socialist organizer and labor 
editor. Contains first hand information about 
the Okies, now so much in the public eye, and 
has Wisconsin interest in the chapters telling 
of the author's associations with Victor Ber- 
ger during the world war. Told throughout 
with consistant good humor. You needn't feel 
sorry for world-savers, the author states. “Their 
reward is the joy they get out of saving the 
world, even if the world stubbornly declines 
to be saved.” 
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Burk, John N. Clara Schumann. 1940. 
438p. illus. Random House, $3. 921 


Clara Schumann, the wife of Robert Schu- 
mann, was a musician in her own right and a 
friend to most of the other musical personages 
of her time, notably Brahms. This biography, 
although somewhat long, will find interested 
readers among music lovers in any library. 

See Booklist 40 :323 Ap. 15 °40. 

Crain, Maurice. Rulers of the world. 

1940. 335p. illus. Crowell, $2.50. 920 


Informal and readable sketches of 14 men 
prominent in the world today, among them: 
Winston Churchill, Franklin D, Roosevelt, Nev- 
ille Chamberlain, Eamon de Valera, Benito 
Mussolini, Adolf Hitler, Mahatma Gandhi, and 
Josef Stalin. 


See Booklist 36:381 Je. 1 °40. 


Gilbert, George B. Forty years a coun- 
try preacher. 1940. 319p. illus. Har- 
per, $2.75. 921 


The New England country minister whose 
autobiography is presented here ran his church- 
es in accordance with his own ideas, which 
included parochial hair cutting, Sunday din- 
ners at the church, and other oddities which 
shocked the bishop but increased church at- 
tendance. May not be as popular as the doctor 
books, as it is less exciting, but it makes good 
reading. 


Johnson, Osa. I married adventure. 


1940. 376p. illus. Lippincott, $3.50. 
921 


At sixteen, after a few weeks acquaintance, 
Osa Leighty of Chanute, Kansas, married Mar- 
tin Johnson of the neighboring town of Inde- 
pendence, looking forward to a cozy life in a 
neat little house, on a trim village street. In- 
stead—this book tells of what lay in wait for 
the girl who was afraid of snakes and terrified 
at the thought of cannibals. A gay and gallant 
book, sure to be popular. 


Long, J. C. Mr. Pitt and America’s birth- 
right. 1940. 576p. illus. Stokes, $3.50. 
921 


As prime minister of England under George 
IlI, William Pitt upheld the rights of the 
American colonies. This biography, although 
heavy for popular reading, is designed to give 
present-day Americans a_ better idea of the 
man and of the times. 


See Booklist 36:323 Ap. 15 °40. 


Nason, Jerry and others. Famous Amer- 
ican athletes of today; 7th series. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


July, 1940 


920 


A chapter on Abner Doubleday, father of 
baseball, combines with sketches of eleven 
present-day athletes to make up the contents 
of this seventh volume. 


1940. 448p. illus. Page, $2.50. 


Strange, Michael, pseud. Who tells me 
true. 1940. 396p. illus. Scribner, 
$3.75. 921 


3orn into conventional Newport society, the 
author achieved a picturesque life for herself 
as poet, playwright and lecturer, although she 
has been best known to the public as a one- 
time wife of John Barrymore, The book is not 
sensational however, in fact for a personal 
autobiography of its kind it is quite restrained. 


Living thoughts library. Longmans, $1. 


Among the volumes added to this series are 
Voltaire, by Andre Maurois, and Karl Marx, by 
Leon Trotsky. 


Fiction 


Bates, Sylvia Chatfield. The floor of 
heaven. 1940. 255p. Harcourt, $2.50. 


An island off the New England coast is the 
scene of this beautifully written story of a 
woman, left alone during one of her husband's 
frequent absences, who finds herself falling in 
love with the strange sailor who comes drift- 
ing in out of the fog. A novel for the discrim- 
inating reader. 


See Booklist 36 :324 Ap. 15 ‘40. 


Blochman, Laurence G. Wives to burn: 
Midnight sailing. 1940. 311p. Har- 
court, $2.50. 


Two adventure-mystery novels, the first re- 
cently serialized in Collier's. 


Dodge, Constance W. The dark stranger. 
1940. 4389p. Penn, $2.50. 


It was the failure of the final effort to re- 
store a Stuart to the throne that brought many 
of our substantial Scotch settlers to America. 
This is the story of one such family. Lachlin 
Maclean had joined the ill-fated expedition of 
1745 against his better judgment, driven to it 
by the ardent patriotism of his father and the 
ambition of his faithless wife. The story tells 
how he came to America with his two young 
sons to found a new home. A good novel not 
too overweighted with historical detail. 


Dodge, Constance W. Strange gods. 
1939. 345p. Penn, $2.50. 


This earlier novel by the author of The dark 
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stranger is the story of a young man, brought 
up with the idea of entering the ministry held 
constantly before him, who turns instead to 
science. Will please readers who like somewhat 
old-fashioned stories. 


Eaton, Evelyn. Quietly my captain 
waits. 1940. 360p. Harper, $2.50. 


Historical novel of the period when the 
American continent was a battle ground be- 
tween the two great rival European powers, 
France and England. The scene is Arcadia 
(now Nova Scotia), the story is told from the 
French viewpoint and the heroine is a real 
historical personage, a woman of great vitality 
and charm, whatever may be thought of her 
morals, Twice married, she has but one love 
in her life, the French captain, Bonaventure, 
to whom she is devotedly loyal. 


See Booklist 36:383 Je. 1 ’40. 


Larrimore, Lida. Stars still shine. 1940. 
3800p. Macrae, $2. 


Living in a college town, where her father 
runs the florist shop in which she works, Kath- 
ie has never associated with the college boys, 
for it is the belief of her family that no good 
comes of such mingling. But when handsome 
Don Alexander falls in love with her, it all 
seems different. The working out of her story, 
with its setting near Philadelphia, will suggest 
the plot of a longer, more pretentious novel, 
at present in the best-selling class. However. 
this need not spoil it as a popular work of 
light fiction. 


McCord, Joseph. Dreams to mend. 1940. 
256p. Macrae, $2. 


What to do when the romantic dream she 
has cherished from childhood comes to an end, 
is the situation faced by the heroine of this 
readable light novel. 


Mann, Erika. The lights go down. 1940. 
282p. Farrar, $2.50. 


“Information obtained from official German 
records is the basis of eleven poignant narra- 
tives of middle-class Germans in a South Ger- 
man town. They .. . show the attitudes of 
citizens toward the Nazi ideas, laws and meth- 
ods.”—Booklist (Je. 15 ’40) 


Mason, F. VanWyck. Stars on the sea. 
1940. 720p. Lippincott, $2.75. 


A novel planned on the same broad lines as 
Three harbours. It carries on the story of the 
American revolution through the years 1776- 
77, with scenes in Newport, Charleston and the 
Bahamas. The writing is extremely frank, with 
lust and brutality freely described, along with 
the qualities of courage and loyalty which held 
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the colonies together. In the conditions of slav- 
ery as pictured in the West Indian islands, hu- 
man degradation, would seem to have reached 
its lowest level. 


See Booklist 36 :384 Je. 1 °40. 


Mitchell, Ruth Comfort. Of human kind- 
ness. 1940. 359p. Appleton, $2. 


With a background of a secluded San Fran- 
cisco home, Mary Isabelle Ashley, at 17, is 
swept off her feet by the impetuous wooing of 
a dynamic young rancher, met while on a visit 
to a school friend. Thereafter her life is that 
of a ranch woman, She adapts herself to her 
circumstances, but when 18 years later, her 
daughter takes a similar step, eloping with a 
good-looking guitar-playing Okie, it takes all 
the philosophy she has acquired to meet the 
situation. The scenes are laid in the San 
Joaquin valley, and while the author is pri- 
marily interested in telling a good story, it is 
plain also that she wants to state the case for 
the ranchers and fruit growers. 


Rawlings, Marjorie K. When the whip- 
porwill. 1940. 275p. Scribner, $2.50. 


These short stories have the setting made 
familiar in the author’s novels, and the same 
general atmosphere of humor and understand- 
ing sympathy. 


See Booklist 36:346 May 1 ’40. 


Seifert, Shirley. River out of Eden. 
1940. 4382p. Mill, $2.50. 


The lower Mississippi in the late 18th cen- 
tury is the scene of this interesting historical 
novel, which opens with young Andre Therriot 
embarking for a mysterious destination up 
river. A beautiful girl, escaping from a dis- 
tasteful marriage, and the economic and polit- 
ical rivalries of the time all contribute to the 
excitement of the plot. 


See Booklist 36:365 My. 15 ’40. 


Sinclair, Upton. World’s end. 1940. 


740p. Viking, $3. 


Upton Sinclair’s novel covers the years 1913- 
1919. It sweeps across Europe, turns aside for 
an interlude in America, takes in the pre-war 
months, the war itself, and the peace confer- 
ence. Among its characters are many real peo- 
ple, called by their own names. The others are 
chiefly Americans living abroad. Among these 
is Lanny Budd, European-born son of an Amer- 
ican munitions manufacturer. Lanny sees the 
peace conference from the inside, as secretary 
to one of the American advisers, this episode 
constituting the high point of the book. Writ- 
ten with the detached irony of which this 
author is master, 
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Skidmore, Hubert. Hill doctor. 1940. 
8307p. Doubleday, $2. 


This story of a young doctor's fight against 
prejudice and graft in the Blue Ridge Moun- 
tain country continues the experiences of York 
Allen told in River rising (BULLETIN D. ’39). 
York returns to his home country after finish- 
ing his education to try to accomplish the work 
he had planned ever since he had been left an 
orphan through a tragic illness which killed 
his parents overnight. A fine story of courage, 
resourcefulness and determination which should 
be enjoyed by men as well as young adults. 


Slade, Caroline. The triumph of Willie 
Pond. 1940. 8370p. Vanguard Press, 
$2.50. 


A moving presentation in story form of 
what it means to be on relief. The story is 
amusing and ironic and tragic and, although 
the theme isn’t inviting in itself, it will be a 
rare reader who will not be won over by the 
Ponds. May be considered somewhat frank in 
treatment for general circulation but would be 
excellent for review in clubs taking up social 
problems, and should be required reading for 
all who think that workers on WPA live in 
the lap of luxury. 


See Booklist 36 :365 My. 15 ’40. 


Spring Howard. Tumbledown Dick. 
1940. 262p. illus. Viking, $2. 


Incidents from a boyhood, so delightfully 
and intimately told that they suggest auto- 
biography. Most of the events take place dur- 
ing a holiday visit to Manchester in the year 
when Dick is twelve. An uncle who keeps a 
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pet shop, another uncle who is a professional 
conjuror, and a host of other odd and enter- 
taining characters contribute an element of 
humor that is rare in present day books. 


White, Ethel Lina. While she sleeps. 
1940. 286p. Harper, $2. 


Unusual mystery story in which the murder 
never comes off. English background. 


Wisconsin Folklore Booklets 


Four new folklore booklets have been 
published under the sponsorship of the 
Wisconsin Folklore Society. One of 
these, ‘Flower Lore,” is devoted to the 
lore and legends of garden flowers. 

“Old Man River” is a collection of 
Upper Mississippi River steam-boating 
days stories; ‘“‘Whiskey Jack Yarns,” a 
collection of short stories of the old 
time lumber raftsmen of the Wisconsin 
River, and “Cousin Jack Stories,” a 
series of stories told of the early Corn- 
ish lead miners of Southwestern Wis- 
consin. All are prepared for use in 
storytelling in vacation camps and else- 
where. Their cost is 25 cents each. 
Copies may be obtained at the State His- 
torical Museum, at Madison. 

The Wisconsin Folklore Society has 
sponsored the publication of a consider- 
able number of similar booklets and 
leaflets in recent years. 
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